
 
 

 

Our Mission 
 
South Coast Montessori is dedicated to the principles of AMI (Association 
Montessori International) created by Maria Montessori to ensure authenticity of 
the method. Our AMI Montessori environments foster collaboration, community 
and peace, and provide experiences that promote curiosity, inquiry and 
engagement. We are dedicated to meeting the physical, emotional, social and 
intellectual needs of each student. 
 

Goals 
 
● Independence through purposeful work 
● Initiative through intelligent free choice of activity 
● Age-appropriate maturity and the opportunity for leadership in a 

mixed-age classroom 
● Self-confidence achieved through engaging with challenging activities 
● Self-esteem from being part of a safe and loving atmosphere 
● Social growth through nurturing participation in a dynamic group setting 
● Comprehensive academic skills through guided engagement with 

materials 
 
We recognize that childhood is the time when children are exploring the world 
and gathering impressions that will be the foundation of all later learning. Dr. 
Montessori observed that young children have very specific needs: 
 
● The need for an ordered, inspiring and loving environment 
● The need to do things for and by themselves 
● The need for respect as capable, independent workers 
● The need for their intelligence to be honored in the materials they use 
● The need for a purposeful conclusion to their work 
● The need for a group of peers with which they can collaborate 
● The need for an environment to which they can contribute 
 
Our classrooms are designed to best meet these needs in order to develop the 
full potential of each and every one of our students.  
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Elements of the Montessori Approach to Teaching  
 
Montessori is both a philosophy of child development and a method of applying the              
philosophy in an educational setting to guide a child’s growth. The Montessori classrooms at              
all levels are dynamic communities of learners and guides. Some basic principles include: 
 
A Responsive, Prepared, Student-Centered Environment 
Children are to be respected as unique individuals, different from adults, but not less              
important or valued as members of the community. The child possesses an unusual             
sensitivity and intellectual ability to learn from her environment. Our environments are            
designed to meet the needs, interests, and abilities of the children within the class.              
Generally students work individually or in small self-selected groups. Community meetings           
or “circle times” are scheduled so as not to interrupt the child’s work and are usually held at                  
transitional points during the day. There is a conscious effort to design our classroom as a                
“children’s house”, making it as comfortable and inviting as a home. 
A Focus On The Human Tendencies  
Maria Montessori based her philosophy of education on the human tendency within the child              
to explore, to move, to share with a group, to be independent and make decisions, to create                 
order, to develop self control, to abstract ideas from experience, to use creative imagination,              
to work hard, to repeat, concentrate, and perfect one’s efforts and creations. Each of these               
tendencies is considered carefully when designing our environments, preparing materials,          
and planning activities for the students. 
A Multi-age Community of Learners 
Our Montessori classroom is a community of children and adults. The classroom consists of              
children from a multi-age span of three to six years. This creates a “family” like group where                 
older children model and help care for younger children, and younger children look up to               
and learn from the older children. Varying levels of ability blend easily in a multiage setting,                
no child feels left behind and everyone learns at their own pace. 
Cooperation and Collaboration  
Montessori children learn “at their own pace”. When a child demonstrates readiness they will              
be guided gently by the teachers in the classroom to explore activities that provide              
increasing challenge. In a Montessori setting teacher’s refrain from comparing students to            
one another and base evaluations on the progress of the individual. Children are             
encouraged to work together as well as independently. Group discussion and problem            
solving are strongly encouraged. Teachers work to create a sense of community within the              
classroom. Children feel a sense of belonging and responsibility toward their classroom and             
each other. 
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The Process of Learning 

 
Montessori materials teach through hands on learning, spontaneous engagement, active          
involvement, and self directed activity. Montessori materials have a control of error inherent             
in their design. This allows children to work independently, unafraid to make mistakes and to               
become comfortable with the fact that errors are essential to the process of learning. While               
making independent choices and exploring concepts largely on their own, Montessori           
students construct their own sense of individual identity. They become independent and            
confident individuals. 
The child is intrinsically motivated to learn. In a Montessori classroom children do not work               
for grades or external rewards. Children work and learn because they are interested in              
gaining an understanding of the world around them. 
 

Evaluation of Student Progress 
 
The Montessori curriculum is carefully structured and sequenced based on the           
developmental needs of each individual child. Teachers maintain careful records of each            
student’s individual progress. Portfolios of work are kept for older children. Children are not              
compared against arbitrary standards or the performance of their classmates. Parent           
teacher conferences are held twice a year to discuss student progress. Additional            
conferences can be held at a parent or teacher’s request.  

 
Overview of Curriculum 

 
Dr. Maria Montessori observed that the transformation of children from birth to adulthood             
occurs through a series of developmental “planes”. These transformations relate to the            
child’s physical, intellectual, social, emotional, and spiritual aspects of development. At each            
level of the South Coast Montessori program, the implementation of the Montessori            
principles change in scope and manner to embrace the child’s changing characteristics,            
needs, and interests at each plane of development. 
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Infants & Toddler (3 months-2 ½ years Old) 
The Infant and Toddler levels allow the young child to enjoy a Montessori experience in a                
small group settings. The children have an opportunity to explore and experiment in an              
environment that has been carefully prepared to meet the unique needs of this age group.               
As the children work together in the classroom, they are gently guided in a manner that                
enhances their innate sense of independence, order, and love of learning. Social skills are              
developed through lessons of grace and courtesy, the foundational tenets of a Montessori             
education during the first plane of development. Children become active members of a             
loving community through real, purposeful experiences. Providing a supportive atmosphere          
for parents, as their infants and toddlers grow and become independent 2½ year-olds, is an               
integral part of this Montessori level. 
 

Primary Level (2 ½ to 6+ Years Old) 
South Coast Montessori’s Primary classroom environments are designed to offer a unique            
cycle of learning to meet the developmental needs of young children, ages 2½ years              
through 6+ years. The children stay in the same class for three to four years until they                 
complete the full primary cycle and are ready to continue to our elementary level. Within this                
mixed age group of children, each child develops at his or her own pace while developing a                 
deep sense of caring and respect for one another and for the environment. The primary               
classroom includes areas of practical life, sensorial exercises, mathematics, and language           
development. Art, music, and literature are integral aspects of the young child’s            
development. Lessons of grace and courtesy continue during the primary years and are the              
foundation of teaching important social skills. The oldest children are the leaders in the              
primary classroom community. They assist and teach the younger children while serving as             
responsible models of classroom procedures. This culminating year is a year of            
consolidation and mastery of knowledge and a point of arrival for the formation of the               
conscious learner who is creative, collaborative and confident.  
 

Elementary Level (6 To 12 Years Old) 
The elementary-aged child looks at the world in a different way. Their focus of interest shifts                
from the “what” of the younger child to the “how” and “why” of the wonders of the universe.                  
The basic tool for this exploration is the imagination, assisted by reason. These factors,              
combined with the literacy and numeracy developed in the Primary, form the springboard for              
the in-depth research and experimentation which hold such an interest for the Elementary             
child. Introductory lessons are cosmic in scope, and impressionistic in nature. The avenues             
of geography, history, mathematics, geometry, biology, and language proceed from the           
“vision of the whole.”  Music, art, and drama are integral elements of the environment. The               
children are encouraged and guided to creative expression. The children tend to work in              
groups they establish themselves. Collaborative projects are common, each member          
contributing within his own capabilities.  In addition, the individual continues to build skills in              
reading, writing, and mathematics with the guidance of the teacher. 
 

 
7421 Mirano Drive, Goleta, CA 93117 | office@southcoastmontessori.org | 805-845-6555 

mailto:office@southcoastmontessori.org

